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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
We have an ecosystem with cultural and 
resource hubs—both physical and virtual—that 
support and elevate a thriving Black economy. 
This includes entrepreneurship, sustainable 
businesses, and careers. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO
 
CREATE partnerships with the BCZ that foster 
investment in Black businesses and wealth.
INVEST in Black entrepreneurs.
SUPPORT these highlighted Black businesses:

AKOMA Outdoor Marketplace virtual store 
(blackculturalzone.square.site)
Alchemy Oil (thealchemyoil.com)
Authentik Afrikan (authentikafrikan.com)
Clean 360 (clean360.org)
Curly Lox Organix (curly-lox-organix-llc.square.site)
DeVaughn’s Cajun Kitchen (devaughnscajunkitchen.net)
Exotic Linx (etsy.com/shop/kemetique)
Fresh Approach (freshapproach.org)
Pound Bizness (poundbizness.com)
Queen Hippie Gypsy (queenhippiegypsy.com)
Raised Roots (facebook.com/RaisedRootsCA)
Red Bay Coffee (redbaycoffee.com) 
Shea Body LLC (sheabody.shop) 
For more businesses visit blackculturalzone.org
 
CONNECT with these highlighted Economic 
Development resources:

510Media (510.media)
Alameda County SBDC (acsbdc.org)
Alliance for Community Development (alliancecd.org)
Bay Area Black Market (bayareablackmarket.com)
Bay Area Organization for Black Owned Businesses 
(baobobdirectory.com)
Better Black (betterblack.org)
Black Business Owners & Entrepreneurs Networking 
Association BBOENA  
(facebook.com/BlackBusinessOwnersandEntrepreneurs)
Heartland Merchants Association  
(facebook.com/heartlandmerchantsassociation)
Oakland African American Chamber of Commerce (oaacc.org)
OakStop (oakstop.com)
OCCUR (occurnow.org)
The Runway Project (therunwayproject.org)
Real Peoples Fund (communityvisionca.org/realpeoplesfund)
Women’s Social Entrepreneurship Center (millscta.org/wsec)
The Subversal (thesubversal.com) 
The Town Experience (thetownexperience.com)

For more resources visit blackculturalzone.org

We invite you to EMBRACE our purpose, SUPPORT 
our collaborative, HONOR our values, INVEST in our 
vision, and EXPLORE the question: What can I do to 
Buy and Invest Black in Oakland?

The East Oakland Black Cultural Zone 
Collaborative (BCZ) works with residents, 
government agencies, churches, and 
grassroots groups to keep Black folks in 
East Oakland. We are organized around four 
priorities: Placekeeping, Arts and Cultural 
Preservation, Economic Development, and 
Quality of Life. These priorities are meant 
to impact East Oakland residents who have 
experienced deep disinvestments over time 
and can be applied to any Black community. 

By building power, securing land, and 
directing money to community-driven 
projects, we can secure the foothold that 
allows our neighborhoods to thrive.​ Our vision 
of freedom is grounded in our collective self-
determination. We believe when Black people 
are free, all are free. If you would like to secure 
your Black community in Oakland, please 
contact us at: info@blackculturalzone.org

www.blackculturalzone.org
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