




Oakland,
I	want	you	to	know	...

Town
Love

Town
Happens

Town
Troubles





OMCA	connect	bloggers	attended	several	events	
throughout	Oakland	to	ask	community	members	

for	their	honest	opinions	about	change		
in	their	neighborhoods	and	what	makes	

Oakland	great.	

Their	words,		along	with	original	
photographphotography,	artwork,	and	illustrations	are	

compiled	to	create	“Lost	+	Found”	

2016

Collaborators Include:

Rock Paper Scissors Collective lead artist Kristi Holohan, 

Kristian Contreras, Daniel Zapien, Charles Valoroso, 

Dan Fontes, Rafael Tapia, & Maria Fatima Urbi





Town	
Happens



There is always something going on. 

There is always the best food happening. There is the best art.

There is always something new and exciting going on. 

-Paula

There (are) a lot of opportunities for artists in Oakland. 

Whether we are creating opportunities for ourselves or there are 

other people who have created platforms for us. You can actually 

come to Oakland as an artist and work and have fun and get your 

name out there. 
-Tru



Dear Oakland,

THANK YOU for that fantastic event. We had such a blast! 
There were so many friendly faces and new people to meet.

It is always a beautiful experience to celebrate with you. 
I will never forget how we intimately danced to the sounds 
of the musical power in the essence of breathtaking art. 
It will It will forever be unforgettable.

So what if the new neighbor's got a little upset. They 
should have come and joined the festivities.
Let's make sure to do it again, real soon.

Love Always



I see Oakland as a story. 
I see it’s story developing 
through the multiple outlets 
that have been created 
(even social media) in the 
Bay Area and the overall 
creativitcreativity. Oakland is 
becoming more creative 
and open to ideas. With 
the youth that are coming 
up now or the elders, their 

story has either 
been put in 
jeopardy or 
erased away by
  gentrification 

or things of that 
nature. It’s 
important for 
them to voice 
their opinions 
from the Black 
Panthers on Panthers on 
to now. 
Generationally
I feel like 

storytelling, 
creativity and 
identity are becoming 
important for Oakland, 
and the outlets that help 
us express this in a 
fforward thinking approach.
          -Wallah Umoja 



I lived off San Pablo for maybe 3 years, and even just going 
between San Pablo and Downtown in about a year and a half, 
the neighborhood in terms of who lived there was a dramatic 
shift. Seeing how it affected the business that were around 
and the businesses that started to pop up was definitely 
surprising because I didn’t imagine that the shift in population 
wwould be so drastic and so quick, at least in my experience. 
I understand that it’s been going on for years but I feel like right 
around 2012 there was this huge influx of shift in 
West Oakland that happened. I guess
the other change is seeing
how Oakland makes the hottest 
places to visit lists a few times 
nnow how many people wanna 
be here and how that shifted 
people’s energy. For you 
to want to stay here, 
there’s a certain 
fire to keep up with the 
people coming in 
who already hawho already have 
resources. I see in 
fellow artists and 
business makers. 
There’s a polarity 
because there’s a 
lot of scarcity 
consciousness consciousness 
happening because 
of “gentrification is 
here - what are we 
gonna do?” but 
there’s also people 
who are like “I’m 
gonna make such and gonna make such and 
such” to take advantage 
of the money that is coming in.

-Sasha Kelley



 I used to talk about the idea of a renaissance happening, 
it really being this cultural thing of a ton of ground level 

ingenuity amongst the young people coming together and 
creating their own identity, their own work and their own 

platforms. I’ve seen that grow over the past four years into 
something that’s really true. When I first started 
talking about it ... it talking about it ... it was really just something 

in my imagination but each year 
I see that coming more into fruition.

-Max Gibson



                                  JAMIE SAYS

As a father, how do you view the development of Oakland? 

Do you feel it’s for the good?

J: I mean, it’s developing for the good because in a lot of 
different ways a lot of opportunities are opening up but on 
the flip side it’s pushing out the culture of the city. 
ItIt’s gone with all the new stuff coming in here, as a family 
man it’s good - everyone’s trying to clean it up, it’s good 
for the family but I’d say it’s not that good for the 
culture.

With that being said how do you think we can keep the 

culture alive while still moving forward?

J: The main part is to keep doing events that preserve the
culture like culture like we are here right now, if we 
keep doing stuff like this the culture 
will always be here. It’s only gonna 
be forgotten if the people let it be 
forgotten. Just because 
crack came and messed 
up the community, doesn’t 
mean that all the mean that all the 
culture is forgotten - 
it’s still here regardless. 

What’s your favorite thing 

about being from Oakland?

Man, just the black pride, 
all pride, black pride, 
brbrown pride, the culture 
is so diverse, that’s why 
I love Oakland.



Malcolm	X	Jazz	Arts	Festival





Dance
Celebrate



Town	
Love



There is 

something about it. 

You just love Oakland. 

I don’t know if there is a word 

to describe what it is. 

It is home.... 

ItIt’s all I know. 

It shapes you into 

who you are 

-Irma



I’ve been in Oakland 30 years...I have a house now. I love it. 

There’s no place like oakland. Oakland is a great place. I 

like the way it’s grown up and developed. It’s kinda lay back 

and kick back. Spacey, you don’t feel boxed in. I wouldn’t 

change anything. I would let Oakland take its natural growth 

and develop to where it’s going to go. I wouldn’t try to change 

or alter anything. If or alter anything. If you don’t change, you can’t grow. So yea, 

I love the change in Oakland.

-Sherif Costello



I	love	the	diversity.	
It	is	more	outdoors.	
There’s	a	lot	of	space	

that	is	open	
that	is	still	natural.	

Open	areas	with	
plants,	trees,	and	parks.	plants,	trees,	and	parks.	

-Travis



-Dvina (Mzee Divine)

I’ve been here all my life and I’ve seen a lot of strong businesses 

stay, and a lot of them go. There’s an influx of change, different 

buildings being built, people coming in and trying to change what’s 

happening in the area that’s already been happening...I think we 

need to stay....We need to help each other financially in whatever 

we need, build equity or whatever we need to stay in our 

communities. I just communities. I just want to say that I’m not a native, I’m not 

Ohlone - this is their land, I have a lot of friends who are and I 

respect them although I am born here and I do love this place. 



Oakland is everything. Oakland is home. It is where I was born,

 it was where I was raised...There is something about it. You just 

love Oakland. I don’t know if there is a word to describe what it 

is. It is home. Other than that. It’s home. It’s all I know. It shapes 

you into who you are, you know? 

-Jayden



I love the community...I love the 

opportunities for kids who grow up here. 

My daughter loves it.

-Julie



I just love Oakland. What’s there not to love? This is a city with 

amazing people that make amazing things happen. This city has 

everything. It has the best food that I’ve ever tasted. It has the 

coolest places to go eat and hang out. It’s a 

great place to raise

a family.”

-Chris





Charles	Valoroso
Arts,	Community,	Culture



Dear Oakland,

You know I have always loved you. I tell you all the time. 
You are beautiful, talented, pretty much endlessly wonderful. 
I enjoy being with you. This will never change.

Your natural beauty is incomparable. 
Your views are so broad, your depth so vast. 
I could get lost in I could get lost in you for eternity. 
I love to feel your pulse of life and touch your heart. 
It is like we beat together. 

Love Always



favorite	thing	about	Oakland
-Timothy Bluitt

For me really just the people, everybody is a lot more openminded. 

Everybody is able to be who they really want to be here, especially 

coming from the Midwest, Oakland is so nonjudgmental which 

allows the art to go places I couldn’t have imagined. 

-Sizwe Andrews

The ability to present art, I went out to Houston not too long ago 

and it seemed as though the art culture wasn’t as relevant as out 

here or it wasn’t as open as it was out here. It seems that more 

companies, corporations and people are open to having murals on 

their houses and front gates and I feel as though if you’re from 

Oakland you take that for granted. I went out to Houston and 

realized I realized I was taking that for granted and came out here with more 

of a hustle mentality, ready to grind.



-Justin Tam

I really like the people here. I really enjoy a lot 

of the people I am meeting here. There are 

a lot of very interesting and driven people. 

And it makes me happy to see that.

I’d artists to still be able to live here...

I want there to be a place for people 

who are necessarily making a 

tech salary to be able to stay 

here. And be able to have 

a place to live that they like 

              and where they 

         feel safe.

-Paula Wirth





Town	
Troubles





How	have	I	seen	it	change?	
I	really	haven’t,	you	know.	

As	far	as	the	violence.	
It	is	still	the	same	as	
when	I	was	coming	up.

-Alfred	Bates	



Dear Oakland,

I love you so much. I want to make sure you know this. 
I will always love our memories.

I am worried. I am worried about our relationship. I am 
worried about our trust. You have changed. You have 
grown-some for the better, some for the worst. 

YYour beauty continues to flourish and while you put 
brand new clean clothes on, and build your new life you 
seemed to have neglected some of your inner beauty 
and some of what has built you.

In some ways I feel betrayed. In some ways I feel you 
have become shallow, distant. It's almost like the more 
popular you get, the less you care about what makes you, 
wwell, you.

Please understand that I hold you in the highest regards 
and hope you will understand. I want to work things out. 

Love Always



I’ve lived in Oakland all my life. 

What would I change about Oakland? 

I would change the housing. 

Affordable housing is absolutely ridiculous. 

You have all these really big tech 

companies coming in and then 

little college students like me halittle college students like me have to pay 2700 dollars 

for a studio and it’s just unrealistic. Oakland is changing 

progressively. But with change, you can’t push people out. 

Its a difference. We’re all changing together. 

So, I would say that change is awesome, but 

maybe the way we are implementing it? Not so much.

-Jessica





(I	want	to	see....)
Less	violence.	
Especially	in	poorer	communities.	
There	needs	to	be	something	
that	curbs	gentrification.	
I	want	the	community	to	be	inclusive	
and	not	hand	not	have	the	people	who	are	really	
wealthy	building	walls,	but	to	actually	help	
the	community.	I	mean,	I	already	see	it	changing.
	I	like	the	way	it	is	changing	so	far.	I	just	think	
that	there	are	some	things	that	can	improve.

-CHase



There	has	got	to	be	a	balance	
between	gentrification	

and	preserving	what	has	been	here	
for	such	a	long	
time	and	a	the

history	of	Oakland.
-Tracy	Jones




