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OAKLAND MUSEUM OF CALIFORNIA’S 
OAKLAND STANDARD PRESENTS A MEDIA 

PROJECT CAPTURING THE RANGE OF 
PERSPECTIVES ON OCCUPY OAKLAND  

 
“Portraits from the Occupation” presents interviews 

with participants on all sides of the Occupy movement 
 

Media project captures different perspectives involved with the most 
significant protest movement in the 21st century 

 
(Oakland, CA) April 27, 2012—The Oakland Museum of California (OMCA) announces 
the May 1st release of the online video project Portraits from the Occupation. In 
addition to being available online, the videos will have a special screening all day in 
OMCA’s Gallery of California Art and Gallery of California History on Saturday, May 5. 
Designed to provide a balance view of this historic moment and featuring a series of 
video interviews with sixteen individuals involved with or impacted by Occupy 
Oakland—including activists, organizers, businesspeople, and elected officials such as 
Oakland Mayor Jean Quan—the project documents this current movement seeking 
economic justice in Oakland and throughout the US. For advance press viewing of the 
videos, visit: http://museumca.org/theoaklandstandard/portraits-occupation-press 
and enter the password: presspass. 
 
The video project was conceived by artists Alex Abramovich and Lucy Raven, and 
was commissioned by OMCA’s Oakland Standard to capture the complexity of the 
Occupy Oakland movement through the eyes of people that have been directly affected 
by it. The interviews were recorded in March and April 2012. All participants were asked 
the same four questions:  
 

• How did you become involved with Occupy Oakland? 
• How has Occupy Oakland been good and/or bad for the City of Oakland? 
• Given the benefit of hindsight, what are some of the things that Occupy Oakland 

and/or the City of Oakland could or should have done differently? 
• What’s next (or, what do you hope is next) for Occupy Oakland and Oakland? 

 

CONTACT: Kelly A. Koski 
510-318-8453 or  
communications@museumca.org 
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“Portraits from the Occupation grew out of our interest in two of OMCA’s current 
exhibitions: All of Us or None: Social Justice Posters of the San Francisco Bay Area and 
The 1968 Exhibit,” said Alex Abramovich and Lucy Raven. Inspired by these 
exhibitions, we asked ourselves: ‘What can we do in Oakland today that we wish had 
been done in Oakland back in 1968?’” 
 
The video interviews capture a cross-section of the ideas and personalities directly 
involved with Occupy Oakland. The sixteen people interviewed for the video project 
include: 
 
Susie Cagle, independent journalist; Leo Ritz-Barr, organizer/Occupy Oakland Events 
Committee; Philip Tagami, developer; Joshua Clover, professor/militant; Jean Quan, 
Mayor of Oakland; Christopher Moreland, Occupy Oakland Tactical Action Committee; 
Desley Brooks, City Council Member, District 6; Max Allstadt, carpenter/activist; Jesse 
Palmer, attorney/activist; Leila Seraphin, kitchen coordinator Occupy Oakland; Arturo 
Sanchez, Deputy City Administrator, City of Oakland; Alanna Rayford, business owner, 
downtown Oakland; Katie Mitchell, retired postal worker/North Oakland homeowner; 
Scott Olsen, Veterans for Peace; Ricardo Robles Gil, truck owner/operator at the Port 
of Oakland; Anthony Batts, Chief, Oakland Police Department (retired). 
 
“The Oakland Museum of California’s mission is to be a forum for public dialogue about 
topical issues relating to California,” said OMCA Senior Curator of Art René de 
Guzman. “The Portraits from the Occupation video project is a great example of OMCA 
activating that mission through an investigation of the Occupy movement.”  
 
To access advance press viewing of the videos, visit:  
http://museumca.org/theoaklandstandard/portraits-occupation-press 
Password: presspass 
 
 
ABOUT THE OAKLAND STANDARD 
The Oakland Standard is a series of contemporary art projects by the Oakland Museum 
of California. Ranging from experimental exhibitions to blogs to public programs, these 
projects explore innovative ways for the Museum to present content and engage 
audiences. The Oakland Standard is a forum for new ideas as well as an arena to 
support the creativity of artists and the public alike. Since January 2011 and continuing 
to July 2012, the Oakland Standard hosts concerts, artist residencies, installations, film 
screenings, lectures, workshops, meals, tours, and performances. The Oakland 
Standard is proudly produced in Oakland, and generously supported by The James 
Irvine Foundation.  
 
ABOUT THE OAKLAND MUSEUM OF CALIFORNIA 
The Oakland Museum of California (OMCA) brings together collections of art, history 
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and natural science under one roof to tell the extraordinary stories of California and its 
people. OMCA's groundbreaking exhibits tell the many stories that comprise California 
with many voices, often drawing on first-person accounts by people who have shaped 
California's cultural heritage. Visitors are invited to actively participate in the Museum as 
they learn about the natural, artistic and social forces that affect the state and investigate 
their own role in both its history and its future. With more than 1.8 million objects, OMCA 
is a leading cultural institution of the Bay Area and a resource for the research and 
understanding of California's dynamic cultural and environmental heritage. 
  
VISITOR INFORMATION 
Museum admission is $12 general; $9 seniors and students with valid ID, $6 youth ages 
9 to 17, and free for Members and children 8 and under. OMCA offers onsite 
underground parking and is conveniently located one block from the Lake Merritt BART 
station, on the corner of 10th Street and Oak Street. The accessibility ramp is located at 
the new 1000 Oak Street main entrance. For more information, visit 
www.museumca.org.  

 
* *  * 

 
   
 


