
2011 WHITE ELEPHANT SALE FACT SHEET  
 
2011 marks the 52nd Anniversary of the White Elephant Sale (WES), Northern California’s biggest and best 
rummage sale.  “The Wild, Wild WES” has been selected as the theme for 2011 Sale, which takes place Saturday, 
March 5, and Sunday, March 6, in the Oakland Museum Women’s Board warehouse, at 333 Lancaster Street, on 
the Oakland Estuary, one-half mile from the Fruitvale BART station.  Hours are 10-4, Saturday and Sunday.  
Always held the first weekend in March, admission to the Sale is free.  2011 WES Co-chairs are Carolyn Higgins 
and Ann Carroll, both of Oakland.   
 
Preview Sale 
WES shoppers eagerly anticipate the Preview Sale, which will be held on Sunday, January 30, 2011, from 10-4.  
This is the public’s first opportunity to see and buy the new, the unusual, and the unexpected.  Preview sale tickets 
can be purchased in advance for $15 by visiting the WES website www.whiteelephantsale.org after December 1, 
2010.  Tickets are $20 the day of the sale.   
 
Donors 
All Sale merchandise, new and used, is donated by hundreds of our supporters.  Large donations can be picked up by 
the WES van.  To schedule a free pickup, call 510-839-5919.  In the words of a former Sale chair, “Everyone 
benefits. The people who donate the merchandise are happy to get a tax-deduction; the people who buy it are happy 
to get the bargains.” 
 
Departments 
The vast WES warehouse is divided into 17 departments filled with treasures as varied as children’s toys and 
clothing, sporting goods, sewing machines, books and music. Treasures are to be found in all departments, including 
Men’s and Women’s Wear, Art, Jewelry, Household, Boutique, Accessories and Furniture. 
 
Sponsor 
The Oakland Museum Women’s Board, sponsor of the sale, was established in 1955 and has been a major 
contributor to almost every aspect of the Oakland Museum of California (OMCA).  All proceeds from the White 
Elephant Sale benefit the OMCA.  Currently the Board’s only fundraiser, the Sale helps support acquisitions, 
exhibitions, education programs, furnishings, publications, and documentation and preservation of the collections of 
the OMCA.  The Board has contributed more than $16 million to the Museum.  Carolyn Sheaff of Orinda is the 
2010/2011 president of the 100-member Oakland Museum Women’s Board. 
 
Volunteers 
In addition to Women’s Board members, the White Elephant Sale attracts a corps of more than 1000 volunteers from 
around the Bay Area, including Museum staff and hundreds of relatives and friends. All set aside time from January 
through the March sale to prepare and sell the donated items, with some even beginning in the summer.  The 
unflagging support of these volunteers is the secret of the White Elephant Sale success story.  Some volunteers have 
worked for the sale for more than 30 and 40 years. 
 
Location 
During its 52-year history, the WES has been held in 10 different locations, most of them vacant stores or 
warehouses.  Thirteen years ago the Board bought its present building, in the Fruitvale area of Oakland.  In 2000, the 
mortgage was paid off, enabling the Women’s Board to increase its annual support of the Museum. 
 
******** 
Media contact for further information:  Sheri Guthrie, guthrie06@comcast.net; 925-932-3537 
                                                               Nancy Martz, nancymartz@gmail.com; 510-832-0918 
 
For additional information, visit the White Elephant Sale website:  http://www.whiteelephantsale.org or call 
510-536-6800. 
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